HIST 181, Fall Term 2017

This is Turtle Island:
Introduction to American Indian History

Credit: Klaus Stiefel on Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/pacificklaus/34795445026 via Creative Commons
license: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/

I’m Cate Denial, your professor this term. Here’s how to get in touch with me:
Office:
Office Phone:
Office Hours:
Email:

Old Main 305
(309) 341-7382
Tuesday and Wednesday, 1-2.30pm
cdenial@knox.edu
If you email between 9am and 9pm you should get a reply that day,
except for on Friday nights or Saturday during the day. I take a day
off from email from 5pm on Friday to 5pm on Saturday to recharge,
so emails sent during that window will get a reply a little later.
To introduce myself and to give you an idea of how I approach
teaching, check out the website I’ve made for you at
http://learningincommon.org

You also have a teaching assistant for this course, Selena Aviles:
Phone:
Office Hours:
Email:

Coming soon!
Coming soon!
smaviles@knox.edu

What we’ll collaboratively learn about this term:
This class will explore key moments and themes in American Indian history to 1840. We’ll
begin with the creation stories of Native communities from across North America – stories
of evolution, migration, and change from the perspective of the Hopi, the Ojibwe, and the
Iroquois, for example. We’ll then follow the development of those communities across
time, exploring the way they created families, societies, and confederacies while managing
and reacting to their environment. Contact with Europeans and Americans will be the last
thing we study – just one small piece of the history of America’s Native people.
We’ll integrate digital tools where appropriate this term, in places where you feel they will
best help you, and while still welcoming the work we can do with paper and pen. I’ll work
with you and offer you lots of support. You’ll leave this class knowing how to think like a
historian and with a range of new skills that will help you in this course and beyond Knox.
Here’s some of what we’ll be reading:
Dr. Linwood “Little Bear” Custalow and Angela L. Daniel Silver Star, The True Story of
Pocahontas: The Other Side of History. (Golden, Col.: Fulcrum Publishing, 2007).
There are lots of ways to get hold of this book. A copy will be on reserve in Seymour library
– you can ask for it at the circulation desk on your left when you enter the building. You can
also find this book online at Amazon - smile.amazon.com/True-Story-Pocahontas-OtherHistory/dp/1555916325/ - but please feel free to shop around. If you can find it cheaper
somewhere else, so much the better!
You can find other readings on our Classroom page.
There are four ways we’ll assess your learning together this term:
1. Our class blog (due throughout the term)
For one week during the term, you’ll be responsible – with one or two other students
– for our class blog at http://learningincommon.org/student-blog. Your team
should post three times or more, but what you post about is up to you. Here are
some suggestions: you could find contemporary news articles and invite people to
discuss how they connect to things we’re learning in class; you could find short blog
posts that discuss relevant ideas; you could pick up a discussion we had in class and
continue it. I’m open to whatever you want to do.
For the other nine weeks of term, you’ll be responsible for replying to posts on the
blog and co-creating a vibrant creative space in which we all participate.

You will not have to blog under your own name. You can use your own name if that
feels comfortable, but if you’d prefer you can select a fake name at the beginning of
term and let me know what it is. I will give you access to
http://learningincommon.org in the format with which you are most comfortable.
2. Midterm Paper (due Friday, October 6)
For your paper this term you’ll take one of our course readings, identify its argument,
and explain how it relates to other readings we’ve done for the class. Closer to the
date we’ll decide on the assessment guidelines for this assignment, and you’ll have
the opportunity to peer-review your work.
When you hand in your paper, I’ll ask you to fill in a self-evaluation of how you did.
Together we’ll go over that evaluation, then talk about your work and decide upon
your grade together.
3. Final project (due during our final exam slot)
You have a choice about how you undertake your final project for this class.
a) You can propose a project that draws on skills you’ve developed in and out of
class that will demonstrate what you’ve learned during the term. You could
make a quilt, construct a 3-D map of a historical event we’ve discussed, or make
a short graphic novel – all your ideas are welcome. To do this you’ll have to
make a proposal to me – either written or in video form – and we’ll come to an
agreement as to how your project will be assessed. You’ll also turn in a 3-page
written or video-recorded reflection on what you learned from the project when
you hand in your final work.
b) You can research an issue we haven’t covered deeply in class and write an 8-10
page paper on the subject. To do this, you’ll make a proposal to me – either
written or in video form – and we’ll come to an agreement as to how your
project will be assessed.
4. Participation (throughout the term)
As co-collaborators in creating our learning space this term, we’ll be relying on each
other’s informed, honest, and active involvement in class discussions. I realize
different people participate in conversation in different ways, and that for some
students, speaking in public is difficult. If you have any concerns about this, come
and see me so that together we can work out the best way for you to participate in
the class.
It’s important for us all to remember that different communities possess different
culturally specific norms about how to best engage in a conversation, and for us to
make room for this expression.

Remember to listen to one another, and to support your colleagues in their discovery
of new ideas, their questions, and their articulation of thought. We’ll crowdsource a
list of conversational guidelines during the first week of classes.
If you have to miss any of our classes know that we will miss you. Please email me
to let me know you’ll be absent so that I can support you and help you catch up
afterwards.
You’ll find my suggestions for how we’ll assign a grade to your work in a separate document
on Classroom or in Slack (http://hist181.slack.com). I’ve included a calendar of when
things are due there to help you plan ahead.
How each of your assignments contributes to your final course grade:
Blogging
Midterm Paper
Final Project
Participation
Total

15%
25%
35%
25%
100%

What to do if you need help with reading and writing:
I invite you to come have a conversation with me if you’re finding any aspect of this course
challenging. There are lots of reasons someone might experience a challenge: some people
may not be familiar with the conventions of history as a discipline; some people find it hard
to organize their thoughts; some people flourish when given early feedback on how their
paper is shaping up. All these things – and all the other challenges it’s possible to have – are
things I can help with.
I try to design my classes to be accessible to everyone, but there may be things I haven’t
thought of. Remember that if you think you need an accommodation for a disability, you
should contact Stephanie Grimes (309-341-7478 / sgrimes@knox.edu) at our Disability
Support Services office. Stephanie will help us both figure out the very best approach to
your learning, and I will make all the accommodations she recommends. I will keep all your
information confidential.
Thinking about the things that make us unique:
Our social identities – such as our race/ethnicity, class, gender, sexual identity, religion,
mental and physical ability, size, national origin, and citizenship status – can affect not only
how we are understood, represented, and treated on campus and in society, but also the
types of knowledge and learning seen as worthwhile and legitimate.
In this class, we’ll be analyzing the ways in which social identities condition what we assume,
experience, and conclude about the world. We’ll look at the social identities we each

possess, and the way social identities influence the work we’re reading, listening to, or
watching. I try to include readings, topics, films, and assignments in our course that include
authors, perspectives, and critiques from diverse backgrounds. There may be things I have
not thought of, however, and I always welcome your feedback on ways this course can be
made more inclusive, diverse, and equitable.
We are whole people, and will navigate class as such:
I have tried to anticipate where you may need a trigger warning, but if you have concerns or
want to check that a particular trigger has been taken into account, please let me know. I am
happy to provide that warning so that you can interact with class material safely, and on your
own terms.
We are all likely to have strong emotional reactions to class material, particularly once we
begin to talk about contact between Native people and Europeans/Americans. We’ll spend
some time at the beginning of term talking about the range of things we can do when we
experience that kind of reaction. I do not think of you as a brain in a jar but as a whole
human being. Please come have a conversation with me if you feel upset, confused, or
angry.
You matter:
Please remember that learning is about more words on a page, or ideas in a classroom. To
learn you need to have basic security – a roof over your head, a bed to sleep in, food to eat.
If you’re having trouble with any of those things, please talk to me and to the Dean of
Students. Together we can work to make sure those needs are met. In addition, you will be
emotional learners in this classroom as well as intellectual learners, quite simply because
that’s how every human learns. Don’t leave your emotions at the door. They’re important
and valid and I welcome them. If you feel like you do not have emotional stability, talk to me
and the Counseling Center on campus. We’ll help you find a path to feeling secure.
The Honor Code at Knox College:
We commit ourselves to act with academic integrity this term – to be ethical in what we say
and write, and to offer credit to others for thinking of ideas before us. I believe that
everyone in my course is fundamentally honest, and I will help you learn the conventions of
academic integrity, such as citing sources correctly and being clear about where our own
words begin and end.
If you’d like to read more about the college’s Honor Code – which was written by students
just like you, and which students co-govern with faculty – you can find a copy at this link:
https://www.knox.edu/Documents/PDFs/Academics/Honor-System.pdf

